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THIS INVENTION relates to a method and a device for the repair of pitch marks 
on a golf green. 

When a golf ball lands on a green, the golf ball causes a dent commonly referred 
to as a pitch mark. In many instances the grass in the pitch mark is Irreparably 
damaged by the ball. In some instances, a grass layer may be removed from the 
turf where the ball pitches, A common method employed to repair pitch marks is 
to insert the shank of a golf tee or the tines of a pitch mark repair fork into the turf 
surrounding the pitch mark and to pry the turf near the surface of the pitch mark 
towards the area of the dent to fill in the dent This method of repairing a pitch 
mark is unsatisfactory as the damaged grass is not repaired but merely raised to 
the surface. In order for the damaged grass layer of the pitch mark to be 
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restored, new grass will have to replace the damaged grass. This process may 
take a few weeks to occur. 

According to a first aspect of the invention there is provided a method of repairing 
a pitch mark on a golf green including: 

pushing the damaged turf of the pitch mark, downwardly into the green with a 
pushing tool, so as to deepen the depression of the pitch mark; 

inserting an elongate tine into the turf surrounding the depressed pitch mark, at a 
position spaced slightly outwardly from the periphery of the depressed pitch mark 
so as to leave a region of healthy grass between the tine and the depressed pitch 
mark; 

urging the turf with a healthy grass layer thereon inwardly into the depressed 
pitch mark by levering the tine towards the inside of the depressed pitch mark 
about a fulcrum defined at the lower end of the tine, thereby to fill the pitch mark 
with said turf having a healthy grass layer thereon. 

The method may include repeatedly inserting and levering the tine towards the 
inside of the depressed pitch mark at positions surrounding the pitch mark, until 
the pitch mark is completely filled in with turf having a healthy grass layer 
thereon. 

The method may include levelling the filled-in pitch mark and its periphery by 
compressing it. 

The method may include inserting the tine at an angle of approximately 65° 
relative to the surface of the green. 
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The method may include inserting the tine approximately 10 mm away from the 
edge of the depressed pitch mark. 

The method may include pushing the pushing tool into the damaged turf of the 
pitch, to a depth of approximately 20mm below the surface of the green 
surrounding the pitch mark. 

The pushing tool may define a tapering formation and thus the depressed pitch 
mark may define a tapering recess when the damaged turf has been pushed into 
the green. 

The tapering formation may be stepped and thus the pitch mark may define a 
stepped tapering recess when the damaged turf has been pushed into the green. 

According to another aspect of the invention there is provided a pitch mark repair 
device for use in repairing a pitch mark on a golf green, including: 

a pushing tool for pushing damaged turf of the pitch mark downwardly into the 
green so as to deepen the depression of the pitch mark; and 

a restoring tool that is connected to the pushing tool and that has at least one 
elongate tine that can be inserted into the turf surrounding the depressed pitch 
mark, at a position spaced slightly outwardly from the periphery of the depressed 
pitch mark so as to leave a region of healthy grass between the tine and the 
depressed pitch mark and that can be levered towards the inside of the 
depressed pitch mark, thereby to fill the pitch mark with turf having a healthy 
grass layer thereon, in use. 

The restoring tool may be hingedly connected to the pushing tool and hingedly 
displaceable between an extended position wherein the tine of the restoring tool 
projects outwardly from the pitch mark repair device and a folded position 
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wherein the tines is folded into the pitch mark repair device in a "jack knife" like 
configuration. 

The pushing tool may define a tapering formation. 
The tapering formation may be stepped. 

The tapering formation may define a taper angle of approximately 65". 
The pushing tool may include a handle formation. 

The pushing tool may include a stop formation located thereon that stops the 
pushing tool penetrating the green after a predetermined length of pushing tool 
has penetrated the green. 

The pitch mark repair device may include a securing clip. 

This invention extends to a pushing tool substantially as described hereinabove 
separate and apart from the pitch mark repair device. 

Further features of the invention are described hereinafter by way of a non- 
limiting example of the invention, with reference to and as illustrated in the 
accompanying diagrammatic drawings. In the drawings: 

Figure 1 shows a schematic side view of a pitch mark repair device in 
accordance with the invention; 



Figure 2 shows a schematic sectional side view of a pitch mark on a golf 



green; 
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Figure 3 shows a schematic sectional side view of the pitch mark repair device of 
Figure 1 wherein the pitch mark of Figure 2 has been pushed downwardly into 
the pitch mark so as to deepen the depression of the pitch mark; 

Figure 4 shows a schematic sectional side view of the pitch mark repair device of 
Figure 1, illustrating the manner in which the tines of the pitch mark repair device 
are inserted into the green surrounding a depressed pitch mark to be repaired- 
and 

» 

Figure 5 shows a schematic sectional side view of the pitch mark repair device of 
Figure 1 being levered to fill a depressed pitch mark. 

With reference to the drawings, a pitch mark repair device in accordance with the 
invention is designated generally by reference numeral 10. The pitch mark repair 
device 10 includes a pushing tool 12 and a restoring tool 14. 

The pushing tool 12 is of moulded synthetic plastics material and comprises a 
pushing formation 16 and a handle 18 that is formed integrally with the pushing 
formaton. The pushing tool 12 has a generally elongate configuration, with the 
^ pushing formation 16 projecting from one end of the handle 18. The handle 18 

defines a stop in the form of a flange 20 from which the pushing formation 16 
projects. The distance from the distal end of the pushing formation to the flange 
20 is 21 mm. The pushing formation 16 is stepped and generally tapered to 
define a taper angle of approximately 65". The handle 18 includes a utility clip 22 
so that the pitch mark repair device 10 can easily be carried on a person. 

The restoring tool 14 comprises two tines hingedly connected to the pushing tool 
12 by means of a pivot pin 24. The restoring tool 14 is hingedly displaceable 
between an extended position wherein the tines 28 project outwardly from 
pushing tool 12 and a folded position wherein the tines 28 are folded into the 



pushing tool 12 in a "jack knife" like configuration (as is shown in broken lines i, 
Figure 1). 



In use, to repair a pitch mark 30, the tapering formation 16 of the pushing tool 12 
is pushed downwardly into the pitch mark 30. The tapering formation 16 pushes 
the damaged grass of the pitch mark 30 into the green, forming a depressed 
pitch mark 32 of stepped and generally tapered configuration (as shown in Figure 
3 of the drawings). The flange 20 stops the pushing formation 16 from going 
deeper than 21 mm into the green. The restoring tool is then hingedly unfolded 
about the pivot pin 24, so that the tines 28 project outwardly. The tines of the 
restoring tool 14 are inserted into the turf surrounding the depressed pitch mark 
32 at an angle of approximately 65' and spaced approximately 10 mm away from 
the edge of the depressed pitch mark. A region of healthy grass 36 is located 
between the restoring tool 14 and the depressed pitch mark 32. By manipulating 
the handle 18 towards the inside of the depressed pitch mark, the tines 28 are 
levered about a fulcrum 34 defined in the turf at the lower end of the tines 28 (as 
is shown in Figure 5 of the drawings). The turf having a layer of healthy grass 
thereon that is located in the region between the tines 28 and the depressed 
pitch mark 32, is displaced into the depressed pitch mark 32 by the levering 
actoon. The tines 28 are repeatedly inserted and levered at different positions 
surrounding the pitch mark, until the pitch mark 32 is completely filled with 
healthy turf. The surface of the filled-in pitch mark is then gently tapped down to 
make the surface of the pitch mark level with the surface of the surrounding 



green 



By filling in the depressed pitch mark with turf having a healthy layer of grass 
thereon, the green in the region of the pitch mark, is restored completely. 

It will be appreciated that the pitch mark repair device may be suitable for use in 
repainng pitch marks on a golf fairway. It is envisaged by the applicant that the 
pitch mark repair device may be used also for repairing divots in a golf fairway in 



. ..20 CT 3 / 5 9 2S 



8 

a manner similar to that described and defined herein above. In this instance, 
the pitch mark repair device will be designed with an enlarged pushing tool and 
restoring tool to make it suitable for use in repairing divots. 
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